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SUB J : GREEK AND TURKISH CRAFT APPREHENDED IN THE AEGEAN 

REF: ATHENS 3213 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: GREEK AND TURKISH AUTHORITIES CONTINUE TO 
SEIZE SMALL CRAFT OF THE OTHER'S NATIONALITY IN THE CONFINED 
WATERS BETWEEN THE GREEK OFFSHORE ISLANDS AND THE TURKISH COAST IN 
THE AEGEAN. FOR INSTANCE. ON JULY 1, A PRIVATE GREEK FISHING 

VESSEL WAS APPARENTLY DETAINED BY A TURKISH PATROL CRAFT FOR 
ALLEGEDLY FISHING IN TURKISH TERRITORIAL WATERS WITHOUT AUTHORIZA- 
TION. THE THREE GREEKS ABOARD ARE BEING HELD IN THE PORT OF DIKELI 
AWAITING JUDICIAL ACTION. 

2. ON JULY 3, A GREEK PATROL CRAFT DETAINED TWO SMALL BOATS WITH 
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FIVE TURKS ABOARD FOR ILLEGALLY ENTERING GREEK WATERS OFF LESVOS. 
THE TURKS CLAIMED THEY WERE SAILING FROM CESME TO ISTANBUL, BUT HAD 
BEEN DRIVEN OFF COURSE BY STRONG ADVERSE WINDS. A COURT OF MIS- 
DEMEANORS IN MYTILINI (LESVOS) SENTENCED THE TURKS TO THREE YEARS' 
IMPRISONMENT AND ORDERED THE CONFISCATION OF THE BOATS. THE TURKS 
ARE STILL IMPRISONED PENDING AN APPEAL OF THEIR SENTENCE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: THE WORKING LEVEL MFA OFFICIAL 
RESPONSIBLE FOR TURKISH AFFAIRS SHOWED LITTLE CONCERN IN DISCUSSING 
THESE EVENTS WITH AN EMBOFF. THE MFA OFFICIAL MAINTAINED THAT 
THE GREEK BOAT HAD BEEN FISHING IN "OPEN WATERS" OFF PAMFILLA 
(LESVOS), AND AS EVIDENCE OF ITS POSITION HAD DROPPED A MARK AT 
ITS LOCATION WHEN IT WAS SEIZED BY THE TURKS. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

HE SAID, THE TWO TURKISH CRAFT WERE IN GREEK WATERS ONLY 50 METERS 
OFF THE COAST OF THE ISLAND OF LESVOS WHEN THEY WERE DETAINED. THE 
MFA OFFICIAL NOTED THAT SIMILAR INCIDENTS HAVE OCCURRED ON AN 
IRREGULAR BASIS IN THE PAST AND WOULD LIKELY BE REPEATED IN THE 
FUTURE. HE BELIEVED THERE WAS NO CONNECTION BETWEEN THESE TWO 
PARTICULAR SEIZURES AND SAID NO OFFICIAL PROTESTS HAD BEEN MADE 
BY EITHER SIDE. END LOU. 

KUBISCH 
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